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Social Service aims to promote the welfare of others.

“The Social Services Department redaches out to the community and individuals who
are neglected, suffering or in need, without any prejudice of race, religion, age or
gender by sharing the love of Jesus Christ through giving our love and support”.
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We all breathed a sigh of relief with the end of “COVID” but in its wake, people
who were living alone are still finding it difficult to resume their activities. They
have lost the urge to leave their homes and are finding it difficult to pick up the
threads of friendship.

What we can do:

Make a list of names (friends) and phone, visit, take them out (especially if they
do not drive). Would they like a lift to church? Do they need help to visit the
doctor? Groceries? Or just to sit with them and watch TV!

(tip: don’t wait for them to contact us)

Prior to working with children and adults, we need to be aware of the ‘why’ people
take drugs in the first place. Everyone knows that drugs are dangerous and a
difficult habit to break... but everyone THINKS that they are different, and it won’t
affect them. People turn to drugs and alcohol for a multitude of reasons;
unhderstanding these motives may be what it takes to help someone overcome
addiction:

e To fit in

e To escape or relax

e To relieve boredom

e TO seem growhn up

e To rebel

e To experiment

e and please add to this list as needed for each area/country.

They think drugs are a solution. But eventually, the drugs become the problem.
Difficult as it may be to face one’s problems, the consequences of drug use are
always worse than the problem one is trying to solve with them. The real answer
is to get the facts and not to take drugs in the first place.

But let’s start from the beginning: in a Newsletter FARE: Foundation for Alcohol
Research & Education, states “It (s not just the nine months of pregnancy that
should be alcohol-free: prior to conceiving, while trying to conceive, while
pregnant, while breast feeding (t (s safest not to drink alcohol. Ensuring breastmilk
remains alcohol-free (s crucial for infants, as their developing brains are more
susceptible to the effects of alcohol harm than adults.”
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In Victoria, Australia, our Drug Education in schools continue to be well received.
It is important and one way to try to educate and influence young people. In
addition to the range of excellent information leaflets, that we have used in over
the 25+ years, we introduced games for students based on snakes and ladders
called ‘vapes and ladders’ and ‘smokes and ladders’, which have proved very
popular with the staff and students in schools visited. Vaping is very harmful, and
| have attached a leaflet, (prepared by Anne Bergen) about it which you can
download and adapt for your needs. The Australian Government is trying to
enforce a hew ban on the sale and importation of vapes.

Let us be vigilant to promote and protect our Christian values in our homes and
communities. Other issues we might include as we work to promote the welfare
of others include moral issues, family violence, and gambling.

At the local level, let us work to strengthen and develop work in the local
branches and to take good care of the members and continue membership
recruitment.

Merciful God, You hold heaven and earth in a single peace. Have mercy on those
who suffer in this world because of war, civil strife, persecution, and poverty. We
particularly pray for the peoples of the Holy Land, Palestinians and Israelis.
We pray for every land with its own special needs.

“Now to Him who (s able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to His power that (s at work within us, to HIM be the glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21

Let’s resolve to make 2024 a year of building trust and hope in all that we can accomplish
together. — Antonio Guterres, in his message for the New Year. Antonio Guterres is
Secretary-General. United Nations.
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